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PRESIDENT’S APEX
Will MacFarland
President

The year winds down. As years go, 2018
was a rock-solid one for cars, racing,
Porsche, and Schonesland.
Some terrific cars came about this year.
The presence of an Alfa Romeo dealer
in town meant that the four-cylinder
Stelvio became a sight fairly easily
beheld around Des Moines. Dodge
shoehorned its 475-hp 6.4L Hemi into
the Durango to create an SRT trim level.
Honda gave us two glorious stick-shift
sedans, the stealthy Accord Sport 2.0T
and the outrageous Civic Type R. Jeep
delivered on its oft-hinted promise
to deliver a Hellcat-engined Grand
Cherokee with the Trackhawk. Even Kia
can insist it has sporting bona fides now,
pointing to the Stinger GT, whose lead
engineer was hijacked from BMW’s M
division. The Lincoln Navigator is back
and sets a new standard for full-size
American SUV luxury. The top-spec
Toyota Camry has 301 horsepower.
Volvo continued its streak of stylistic
home runs with the XC40 and XC60.
Porsche, of course, debuted its new
GT2RS, a 700-hp, a three hundred
thirty-thousand-dollar rear-wheel-drive
tour de force for whom the refrain of
the reviews has been something along
the lines of “surprisingly forgiving.” At
Car & Driver’s Lightning Lap 2018, the
GT2RS posted 1.9 seconds per lap faster
around the 4.1-mile VIR Grand Course
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than the more-expensive McLaren 720S,
and 1.7 seconds faster than the amazing
new (and half-as-expensive) Corvette
ZR1.
Porsche won Le Mans this year in both
GTE Pro and GTE Am classes, then
went on to win at Petit Le Mans as well.
Both of the factory’s winning cars wore
notable throwback livery—the Le Mans
GTE Pro car was an homage to the
“Pink Pig” 917-20 of 1971, while the
Petit Le Mans GTLM winner wore the
beautiful lightly touched white of the
1998 Le Mans-winning GT1.
Indycar saw Will Power win his first
Indianapolis 500, which was truly
the only thing his racing career had
been missing. The series’ season
championship, however, went (for
the fifth time) to the legendary New
Zealander Scott Dixon. Formula 1 saw
Lewis Hamilton win his fifth world
championship, a feat only ever achieved
by two other men whose names are
spoken in reverent tones: Juan Manuel
Fangio and Michael Schumacher.
Finally, Schonesland’s calendar was as
packed as it has ever been. We kicked
off the driving season with our TSD/
Gimmick Rally and never looked back,
through plenty of Drive & Dines, three
overnight trips (to Dubuque, Eureka
Springs, and Loess Hills), a warm week

at PCA’s Porsche Parade in Lake of
the Ozarks, and a cornucopia of other
events: autocrosses, shows, Cars &
Coffees, day drives, and our new member
picnic.
Speaking of new members, we’ve had
quite a few arrive lately: Chris Sweeney
(and his 2006 Boxster S), Michael
Hubbell (and his 1983 SC Cabriolet),
Miles Luchtenberg (and his 2004 996
C4S Cabrio), David Storm (and his
1971 914), Ellen Babor-Phan (and her
2015 Macan Turbo), Joel Wolcott (and
his 2008 Cayenne S), Klay Kane (and
his 2013 991 C4S), Carl Hiemstra (and
his 1975 911S), David Stilley (and
his 1990 944 S2 Cabrio), Cory Olson
(and his 2012 991 Carrera S), Mark
Cernicky (and his 997 Turbo S Cabrio),
and Don Ditto (and his 1975 914). All
of those new members (and their wide
range of Porsches) have joined us since
only August!
We’ll celebrate all of this on Saturday
evening, December 1, at Jasper
Winery not far from downtown, from
6PM-10PM. As always, our holiday
party planners are in top form, and
it promises to be an entertaining and
beautiful occasion. Do sign up at
msreg.com/holiday2018 and join us for
our big formal year-end event! Hope to
see you there.
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EVENTS CALENDAR
NOVEMBER 2018
Saturday 11/10 - Cars & Coffee at Cozy Café Johnston (8AM - 10AM)
Tuesday 11/20 - Drive & Dine at The Iowa Taproom (6:30PM - 9PM)

DECEMBER 2018
Saturday 12/1 - Schonesland Holiday Party (6PM - 10PM)
Saturday 12/8 - Cars & Coffee at Cozy Café Johnston (8AM - 10AM)
Tuesday 12/11 - Drive & Dine at Exile Brewing Company(6:30PM - 9PM)

On Facebook? So are we.
Join the Schonesland Facebook page by searching
Schonesland Region of the PCA and clicking the Join button.
Then share your favorite Porsche photos or car related items.
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2018 SCHONESLAND HOLIDAY PARTY

Please join us for the 2018 Holiday Party on December 1st at
Jasper Winery, 2400 George Flagg Pkwy, Des Moines, IA. from
6:00 - 10:00 PM. The evening will include drinks, dinner, prizes,
silent auction and time with your fellow Porsche enthusiasts!
Cost is $60 and no host bar
Registration is on www.motorsportsreg.com. A block of rooms has
been reserved at the Holiday Inn Express and Suites in downtown
Des Moines for those who would like to spend the night. Room
rate is $89 + tax and will expire on November 15. Please click on
link below to reserve rooms or call 1-800-465-4329 and use code
SPC. We hope to see you all there!
Link for Holiday Inn Express
333 SW 11th Street, Des Moines, IA 50309
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WINTER TIRE ENCOURAGEMENT
Will MacFarland
President

My sons just got home from school,
and Ethan said to me as he walked in
the door, “This weather is TERRIBLE.”
He’s absolutely right! I don’t think
anyone enjoys temperatures in the
mid-40’s with gloomy clouds and rain.
And the forecast isn’t exactly inspiring,
either—as I write this, I already see
mentions of snow(!) and temperature
lows down in the teens predicted.
Of course, the best thing about Porsches
is that they have always been intended
for year-round use in all kinds of
conditions. “Magic, every day.” The
things that make them great performers
in good weather serve to also make
them great performers in bad weather:
proper weight and weight distribution,
precisely calibrated power delivery, and
meticulously considered responsiveness
of steering and throttle.
However, the most important ultimate
determinant of any car’s performance
is always its tires. In Germany, there
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are laws that sharply encourage drivers
to ensure they make the switch to
winter-capable rolling stock. Police can
ticket drivers for being on public roads
without tires with the proper qualities:
a specific, required manufacturer’s
logo indicating winter capability and a
tread depth of at least 4mm. I imagine
it is fairly easy for police to discern
which cars lack these qualities—one
would simply look for the cars that are
struggling with the weather conditions!
There are not such requirements in the
United States (though in some states,
including this one, there probably should
be). Inevitably, most drivers are not
ready for the first snow of the season,
and that event typically results in many
minor crashes and traffic problems.
I include myself in the not-ready
category—I remember last winter when
the snow arrived, Anne became wary of
the Cayenne’s performance until we got
some new Bridgestone Blizzaks for it.
Once they were mounted, her confidence

was high, and rightfully so! What could
be better for winter weather than a highground-clearance diesel-engined SUV
with AWD, Porsche brakes and steering,
and meaty cold-weather tires?
This year, I intend to stay ahead of the
curve, and I encourage you to do the
same. Find some winter tires for your
P-car right away so you can continue
to enjoy it throughout the winter.
Why be estranged from something
that brings you joy, especially when
the gloomy weather means you
probably need it most?
(P.S. To jog your memory on tires,
re-read Garry Seeman’s tire sidewall
primer in the April 2018 issue of the
newsletter.)
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SCHONESLANDERS REVISIT THE LOESS HILLS
Jeff David

Former President
The weather forecasts for the first
Saturday in October were looking
pretty rainy early in the week, but as
the weekend approached, Saturday was
going to be maybe OK for another run up
the Loess Hills National Scenic Byway to
Sioux City. I was smiling, remembering
the May snowstorm a few years back
that pushed this event into July that
year-at least that wasn’t going to happen.
What did happen was yet another great
drive for 26 Schoneslanders and friends
on some of Iowa’s greatest roads, with
a very cozy dinner party at M’s on 4th
in their beautifully rustic wine cellar…
more about that later.

saw a goodly number of “newbies” on
this trip as they enjoyed roads that were
meant for Porsches. We also had a few
guests driving an Audi R8, a brand
new ‘Vette Gran Sport and a BMW Z4
roadster. As always, our members made
them feel welcome immediately-we’re a
friendly bunch, you know.

After we got checked in to the hotel
about 4 PM, we met in the hotel pub
for a couple cocktails and watched the
closing quarter of the Iowa game before
we trekked a few blocks for dinner-in the
sunshine I might add. It really turned
into a beautiful fall afternoon the closer

Our Region has been doing this event
every year since 2008, except for the two
years that we drove to Historic Weston,
Missouri-just to keep things fresh, you
know. It’s always good to keep things
fresh-in fact I’m proposing that we do
Weston next summer-but this little trip
to my hometown never gets old. It’s just
the right amount of driving for one day,
with great dining and camaraderie and a
good night’s sleep just a few blocks’ walk
from M’s. Along that “keeping things
fresh” deal, this was the first time that
we’ve done this ride in the Fall, since we
scheduled the Wisconsin “Fall” drive in
the early driving season this year-just
to…well, you know.
The Fall colors were splendid, and with
all the rain prior to that weekend, the
farm harvest equipment was idle so we
had these great roads pretty much to
ourselves for the day. As is usual, we
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SCHONESLANDERS REVISIT THE LOESS HILLS
(CONTINUED)
we got to Sioux City. After some tasty
appetizers at M’s in the upstairs wine
shop, we headed downstairs to the cellar
for the evening. The food was great and
the wine selection at store prices with
no corkage fee let everyone enjoy some
really fine wines with dinner.
On Sunday Morning, everyone took off
for home on different routes with a group
of 6 or 7 cars going back down the Byway
in the rain. It was a nice stroll down to
Beebeetown where lunch was enjoyed at
the Twisted Tail Bar before everyone said
their goodbyes and headed home.
Thanks to all of you who participated in
this trip. As I’ve always said, the efforts
of our volunteers to plan these driving
tours and events are rewarded by your
participation in them.
See you at the Holiday Party!
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WE NEED YOU!
First, we need to thank the many people who have volunteered to run
events, handle logistics, plan routes, attend meetings, etc in 2018.
The club absolutely runs on the energy and dedication of the members
who step up and get things done.
2019 is looking to be a great year for Schonesland and we are looking
for people who may want to get involved in the board and help with
the planning and coordinating of the 2019 schedule.
Please consider getting involved as it is truly the best way to
experience the many events and the great people that make
Schonesland thrive.

Schonesland Board Positions:
President
Vice President
Webmaster
Spinner Newsletter Editor
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chair
Safety Chair
Club Historian
Tour Director
Social Media Chair
Dealer Laison

Please Note ! You do not have to be an officer in the club to hold a
position in the club or on the board. We need people to assist with
events, plan routes, write content, etc and you can be as involved as
your time permits. If you would like to be considered for an officer
position for 2019 on future years the positions are listed below.
If you have any questions about what you can do to bring your time
and talent to the club please contact club Pressident Will MacFarland
– w.macfarland.jr@gmail.com.
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